Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #30
                  *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Elmer Keiter, (Hosp.); Gary Miller; Arletta Thomas; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Gerry Wiest; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Gail Shertzer; Michelle Chubb, (Charlie/Gail Shertzer’s daughter); Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Deb Perkins; Mike Miller & Dee Hansen, (Gary Miller’s nephew & niece); Ellie Baker; Glen Hale; Kenny Baker; Shirley Seiler; J. S. Miller, (Hospital, had surgery, Gary/Carol Millers’ sister); Betty Feger, (Peggy Berra’s cousin);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                                         [image: image1.emf]


                               July 31, 2022
     Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Guest Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Guest Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
July 31, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude       Lighting of Candles  
Announcements, Call to Worship                       Sue Faust                                  
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:  Welcome to this place devoted to the joy of praising God and knowing our Lord Jesus Christ.
P:  We have come here to meet God in our singing and praying, by God’s word, font, table.
L:  Let us both praise boldly and listen receptively,
P:  receiving what God gives with grateful hearts
      L:  Come, let us worship together.
 
*Hymn -          “How Majestic Is Your Name”            Page 30
*Invocation                                                           Pastor               
Gracious and loving God, we have gathered here today to worship you and give thank for the many blessings we receive from you each and every day.  Help us Lord to focus on you and to lay aside those distractions that keep us from drawing close.  We come longing to gain new insight into your word.  We offer you now our worship and our lives.  May your name be glorified through your church as we are open to your presence this day and every day.   In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Sermon Test: Psalm 138:1-8    (Responsively)  (See Insert) Pastor
O. Testament: Genesis 18:20-32         (See Insert)  Theresa Miller
      N. Test.: Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)    (See Insert)   Ed Berra            
Hymn -    “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind               Page 427     
Gospel: *Sermon Text:  Luke 11:1-13              (See Insert)  Pastor
Message:  “Lord, Teach Us to Pray”       Rev. Kristine Heckard
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        Pastor
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -    “What a Friend We Have In Jesus”          Page 354
*Benediction                                                        Pastor
Rejoice in the Lord always!  Let all people know of your gentle forbearance.  Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything make your requests known to God in prayer and with thanksgiving.  And may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.   Amen.  Adapt. From Phil. 4:4-7

   
*Extinguishing of candles

  Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            Pastor
 Response: “And also with you.”                               Congregation

 “Go now in peace.”                                                  Pastor


Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today July 31st the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost! Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please use your judgment if you feel unwell, to remain home until you are better. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
WE WELCOME AND THANK Rev. Kristine Heckard for worshipping with us and being our Guest Pastor today July 31st! 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
CHURCH CALENDAR
July 31 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -
               Rev. Kristine Heckard, Guest Pastor
Aug.  1 - 7:00PM - Elders Meeting
Aug.  2 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting
Aug.   7 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

                Rev. Kristine Heckard, Guest Pastor - 

              Special Congregational Meeting following Worship             

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on Sunday August 7th following worship service.

LAY READERS: July 31 -Theresa Miller, Ed Berra; Aug. 7 - Dave Novinger, Rachael Bryson; Aug. 14 - Sue Faust, Gerry Wiest; Aug. 21 - Marie Herb, Leon Shaffer.  If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.
“Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale Friday August 12th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) and Saturday Aug. 13th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) will be held at the HALIFAX AREA HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA. Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, school supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  Deadline for donations is Monday, August 8. 

Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC, Halifax Area High School, Middle School, Elementary School offices. Helpers are needed to help move clothing, etc (Aug. 5, Aug. 15), sort clothing now thru Aug. 11th. Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 12th and 13th.    Clothing racks are also needed.  Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from beginning of August until after the yard sale.)We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”.  If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.
1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 138:1-8 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 I give you thanks, O Lord, with all my heart;
    I will sing your praises before the gods.
2 I bow before your holy Temple as I worship.
    I praise your name for your unfailing love and faithfulness;
for your promises are backed by all the honor of your name.
3 As soon as I pray, you answer me;
    you encourage me by giving me strength.
4 Every king in all the earth will thank you, Lord,
    for all of them will hear your words.
5 Yes, they will sing about the Lord’s ways,
    for the glory of the Lord is very great.
6 Though the Lord is great, he cares for the humble,
    but he keeps his distance from the proud.
7 Though I am surrounded by troubles,
    you will protect me from the anger of my enemies.
You reach out your hand,
    and the power of your right hand saves me.
8 The Lord will work out his plans for my life—
    for your faithful love, O Lord, endures forever.
    Don’t abandon me, for you made me.
2ND Reading - Old Testament - Genesis 18:20-32   (NLT)
20 So the Lord told Abraham, “I have heard a great outcry from Sodom and Gomorrah, because their sin is so flagrant. 21 I am going down to see if their actions are as wicked as I have heard. If not, I want to know.” 22 The other men turned and headed toward Sodom, but the Lord remained with Abraham. 23 Abraham approached him and said, “Will you sweep away both the righteous and the wicked? 

 24 Suppose you find fifty righteous people living there in the city—will you still sweep it away and not spare it for their sakes? 25 Surely you wouldn’t do such a thing, destroying the righteous along with the wicked. Why, you would be treating the righteous and the wicked exactly the same! Surely you wouldn’t do that! Should not the Judge of all the earth do what is right?” 26 And the Lord replied, “If I find fifty righteous people in Sodom, I will spare the entire city for their sake.” 27 Then Abraham spoke again. “Since I have begun, let me speak further to my Lord, even though I am but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose 
2ND Reading - Old Testament - Genesis 18:20-32   (NLT)
there are only forty-five righteous people rather than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And the Lord said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five righteous people there.” 29 Then Abraham pressed his request further. “Suppose there are only forty?” And the Lord replied, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the forty.” 30 “Please don’t be angry, my Lord,” Abraham pleaded. “Let me speak—suppose only thirty righteous people are found?” And the Lord replied, “I will not destroy it if I find thirty.” 31 Then Abraham said, “Since I have dared to speak to the Lord, let me continue—suppose there are only twenty?” And the Lord replied, “Then I will not destroy it for the sake of the twenty.” 32 Finally, Abraham said, “Lord, please don’t be angry with me if I speak one more time. Suppose only ten are found there?” And the Lord replied, “Then I will not destroy it for the sake of the ten.”
3RD Reading - N. Test.: Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) (NLT)

6 And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him. 7 Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness.
8 Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather than from Christ. 9 For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. 10 So you also are complete through your union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority. 11 When you came to Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not by a physical procedure. Christ performed a spiritual circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature.

12 For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead. 13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 In this way, he disarmed

the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross. 16 So don’t let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not celebrating certain holy days 
3RD Reading - N. Test.: Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) (NLT)
or new moon ceremonies or Sabbaths. 17 For these rules are only shadows of the reality yet to come. And Christ himself is that reality. 18 Don’t let anyone condemn you by insisting on pious self-denial or the worship of angels, saying they have had visions about these things. Their sinful minds have made them proud,

 19 and they are not connected to Christ, the head of the body. For he holds the whole body together with its joints and ligaments, and it grows as God nourishes it.
4TH Reading - Sermon Scripture: Gospel *Luke 11:1-13 (NIV)
11 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:
“‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation.’”
5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need. 9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.
11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
History of hymn “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” (Pg. 435)
  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  was written by Joseph Medlicott Scriven who was born in Ireland (181-1886). He was educated and received a degree from Trinity College in Dublin and became a teacher. With plans to settle down and soon to marry, life was good for Joseph. Unfortunately, the day before his wedding, his future wife drowned.

   The grief was more than he could bear, so Joseph moved to Canada to start over. There, he met and fell in love again, with Eliza Rice, and planned to be married, again. It is unthinkable that you could lose so much in one young lifetime but weeks before they were to be wed, Eliza became sick and died from her illness. Joseph was only 25. From this heartache, and through faith in his God, a mission was born. Joseph took a vow of poverty and began to help the poor and the handicapped in any way he could. For ten years he made himself available to come alongside those that were in need and he found comfort and purpose in serving. Then unbelievably, heartache would strike again! His mother, still in Ireland and Scriven in Canada, became very ill and he didn’t have the funds to help her or to go and be with her. He penned thw words to this poem for her and it has since comforted, encouraged and uplifted generations! From this sad experience cam a deep sense of his dependence upon Christ and of the great truth so helpfully expressed in his lines:

         What a Friend we have in Jesus,
         All our sins and griefs to bear!

    How it came to first be published is not known, as he had not intended it for general use. The poem was published anonymously at first under the title, “Pray Without Ceasing.” Ten years later, he finally acknowledged this well-loved text had been written by him and his friend Jesus. In 1868, attorney Charles Converse set the text to a tune and renamed it “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” and Scriven became recognized as the author of the hymn that has blessed so many thousands of believers. Ken Osbeck tells the story in his book “101 Hymn Stories.” Instead of thinking God was punishing him, Scriven cherished God’s friendship through all of this hardship--a friendship he discovered in prayer.
    God sent YOU AND ALL OF US, not the disciples, not the Apostle Pau or even John the Baptist to share this Good News in these difficult days. This tells us that if we have His Spirit, we have all we need to be salt and light right now and bring hope to those around us.

1st Hymn: “How Majestic Is Your Name” (Page 30 Red Hymnal)

Michael W. Smith  © 1981 Meadowgreen Music Company 
CCLI Song # 26007  CCLI License # 2572107

         Chorus   (Sing Twice)

Oh Lord our Lord how majestic is
Your name in all the earth
Oh Lord our Lord how majestic is
Your name in all the earth
Oh Lord we praise Your name
Oh Lord we magnify Your name
Prince of Peace Mighty God
Oh Lord God Almighty

2nd Hymn:  “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”(Page 427 Hymnal) 

Frederick Charles Maker | John Greenleaf Whittier  REST   Public Domain  
CCLI Song # 106185 CLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  Dear Lord and Father of mankind
Forgive our foolish ways
Reclothe us in our rightful mind
In purer lives Thy service find
In deeper reverence praise

Verse 2   In simple trust like theirs who heard
Beside the Syrian sea
The gracious calling of the Lord
Let us like them without a word
Rise up and follow Thee
Verse 3  Drop Thy still dews of quietness
Till all our strivings cease
Take from our souls the strain and stress
And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of Thy peace
Verse 4  Breathe through the heats of our desire
Thy coolness and Thy balm
Let sense be dumb let flesh retire
Speak through the earthquake wind and fire
O still small voice of calm
Hymn: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  (CONVERSE)  

(Page 435 Red Hymnal)
Charles Crozat Converse | Joseph Medlicott Scriven  Public Domain

CCLI Song # 27714 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   What a friend we have in Jesus
All our sins and griefs to bear
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer
O what peace we often forfeit
O what needless pain we bear
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer
Verse 2   Have we trials and temptations
Is there trouble anywhere
We should never be discouraged
Take it to the Lord in prayer
Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share
Jesus knows our every weakness
Take it to the Lord in prayer
Verse 3   Are we weak and heavy laden
Cumbered with a load of care
Precious Savior still our refuge
Take it to the Lord in prayer
Do thy friends despise forsake thee
Take it to the Lord in prayer
In His arms He'll take and shield thee
Thou wilt find a solace there
Link to Hymn “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”:
https://youtu.be/Zsp5exNyd94?t=3 

https://youtu.be/tepn4QbSEvM?t=3 

Link for Hymn: “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”  Pg 427
 https://youtu.be/f7nsneM7Lkk?t=2 

https://youtu.be/jeka-Rkjsjo?t=3 

BABY CONGRATULATIONS: Congratulations to Justin and Jennifer Rubendall on the birth of their daughter Lainey Blake, who was born on July 13! Grandparents are Denise Rickert and the late Dean Rickert. Great-Grandparents are Clarence and Laura Roush. Lainey joins big sister Maddie, two big brothers Brady and Greyson. We rejoice with their all their family and and pray God’s blessings and love, good health on Lainey and that she grows up with the love of Jesus in her heart.
GUEST SPEAKERS;
    July 31 - Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Aug.  7 - Pastor Kristine Heckard
    Speaker will be announced for the rest of August.
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: July 31 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Aug. 7- Bob Endy; Aug. 14 - Donna Novinger; Aug. 21 - To be announced.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
Attendance: 
In-person worship for July 24 was 34. 
Face book views for July 24 as of July 27 were 36.
Face Book views for July 17 as of July 27 were 43.

SORT CLOTHING: If anyone can spare an hour or more and wants to help sort clothing, you can come to the church now thru Aug. 4th to help sort during office hours (10am-3pm) during the week and also sort clothing at Halifax H. S.  Cafeteria beginning Aug. 8th to Aug. 11th. 

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday August  9, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Choice of Hamburger or Hot dog, Macaroni salad (fruit (choice of watermelon or cantaloupe), Cupcake (Choice of Choc cake w/white icing or Yellow cake w/white icing). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. June 4th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

History of hymn “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”
   The author of this beautiful and well-loved hymn, “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”, is John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-92). He was from Massachusetts and wrote poetry and found early inspiration from Robert Burns. He spent time as a journalist and editor and became Secretary of the American Anti-Slavery Society. This hymn was written against the background of boisterous revival meetings of the time. This hymn’s origin is a paradox. John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892) worshipped in the tradition of the Society of Friends, also known as Quakers. Traditionally, Quakers have not sung in worship, but value silence, waiting for the “still, small voice” of God. He believed in worshiping God in silent meditation and deplored the dramatics associated with the Evangelical movement.  He originally wrote this poem as a meditation poem and did not expect this hymn to be sung. It should, however, be pointed out that he did allow the verses to be used in a hymn book published in 1884. This hymn has long been regarded as an excellent statement that Christians should learn the virtue of silence and humility before God. From this, they will learn what the will of God is.

    According to accounts Whittier had been reading in Max Müller’s The Sacred Books of the East about the use of soma, a plant found in northwest India. Soma was used to prepare an intoxicating drug that was ingested in Hindu worship religious rituals to induce religious frenzy. This hymn began as a part of a long narrative poem, “The Brewing of Soma,” published in The Atlantic Monthly in 1872. The poem describes Vedic priests going into the forest, brewing a drink from honey and milk, and drinking themselves into a frenzy. Whittier was critical of those who believed they might find God through unbridled ecstasy, such as the hysterical camp meetings and revivals common in his day. Whittier’s response was a 17-stanza poem, of which stanzas 12-17 have been excised to form the hymn as found in many hymnals. He honored quiet qualities of religious devotion -“purer lives”-deeper reverence”- and “simple trust”- qualities he learned from his Quaker faith. His faith led him to be a strong advocate to abolish slavery. Whittier was one of the founders of the Republican Party, Lincoln’s party- devoted to abolish slavery. He lived long enough to see slaves freed in the U. S.

   The Victorian tune REST by Frederick C. Maker (1844-1927) was actually composed for American poet W.B. Tappan’s hymn, “There is an hour of peaceful rest.” British hymnals have embraced Whittier’s hymn, but prefer the tune REPTON by the famous English composer C.H.H. Parry.
History of hymn “How Majestic Is Your Name”  (Pg. 30)
     “How Majestic Is Your Name,” was written by Michael W. Smith; (b. 1957), a Contemporary Christian artist, is often considered a "crossover artist" — attaining recognition in both sacred and secular venues. In the early 1990s, this Kenova, West Virginia native achieved the reputation of being the male counterpart to Amy Grant. The road to such recognition was not easy, however. Moving to Nashville in 1978, Mr. Smith struggled with drugs and low self-esteem before making a faith commitment to Christ. In 1981, he began working with the Christian band “Higher Ground” and writing songs for Meadowgreen Music, a leading publisher of contemporary Christian music. “How Majestic Is Your Name” achieved hit status when Sandi Patty  recorded it. Mr. Smith received another boost in his career in 1982 when he was asked to play keyboards in a band backing up Amy Grant. He also was composing his own songs.  “How Majestic Is Your Name” draws heavily from Psalm 8:1a, 9 as translated in the Revised Standard Version. “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is thy name in all the earth!” Psalm 8:1a, 9 (RSV). The Psalms have always been a fertile source of inspiration for musicians. 
The syncopated rhythms and abbreviated singing range draw congregational singers into the energy of the text. Allusions to Isaiah 9:6 in the second half of the song — “Prince of Peace, mighty God” — fill out the song.
Link for Hymn: How Majestic Is Your Name Pg. 30
       https://youtu.be/CKwYw46ZGd8?t=15 

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

      Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
Weekly Devotional #30     July 31, 2022       “Lord Teach Us to Pray”

                                     Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

This Sunday July 31 Pastor Kris Heckard is our Guest Pastor. She wrote the meditation. We pray this devotional will be meaningful to you. 

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship: 

L: Welcome to this place devoted to the joy of praising God and knowing our Lord Jesus Christ.

P: We have come here to meet God in our singing and praying, by God’s word, font, table.

L: Let us both praise boldly and listen receptively,

P: receiving what God gives with grateful hearts.

L: Come, let us worship together.

Invocation:  

Gracious and loving God, we have gathered here today to worship you and give thank for the many blessings we receive from you each and every day.  Help us Lord to focus on you and to lay aside those distractions that keep us from drawing close.  We come longing to gain new insight into your word.  We offer you now our worship and our lives.  May your name be glorified through your church as we are open to your presence this day and every day.   In Jesus name we pray.  Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 138:1-8

Old Testament: Genesis 18:20-32

New Testament: Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)

*Gospel: Luke 11:1-13

Meditation: “Lord Teach Us to Pray”

Do you ever feel inadequate in your prayer life?  Do you ever want to say Jesus teach me how to pray?    Over and over again, the disciples had watched as Jesus withdrew to secluded places to pray. And they had seen the serenity Jesus had after praying. Here in our gospel lesson it says that Jesus was praying in a certain place. As He was praying the disciples probably circled around Jesus and realized that there was something different about the way He prayed.  I can imagine after Jesus was finished praying, one of the disciples assumes the role of spokesman and says, “Lord, teach us how to pray, as John taught his disciples.” In teaching them to pray, the first thing Jesus does is to give them a pattern to follow.  


This pattern has come to be known as The Lord’s Prayer. The Lord gave this same model prayer in a bit fuller form in The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:9-13). This is the version we pray.  However, in both Gospels the outline and content are basically the same.  The prayer is brief enough to print as a book marker or memorize easily, and yet, solid enough to be modeled and passed on from one generation to the next. We pray the Lord’s Prayer more than any other written prayer.  We pray it during our worship service, we pray it at the close of church meetings; we pray it at weddings, and funerals, and picnics.  But how often do we race through this prayer as if we are going to a fire.  Slow down and pray each phrase and meditate upon the words our Lord gave us to pray as if it were our words to our Heavenly Father.  Whether Jesus gave us this prayer to be prayed word for word in community, or as a model replacing our own words know there are two basic parts to this prayer—praise and petition. 


Jesus starts off by praising God’s holy name.   “Father, Hallowed be your name” (Luke 11:2b).  Prayer always begins with a relationship.  If there’s not an established relationship, there is no basis for prayer.  So before you start making requests and appeals, take a moment to acknowledge God and how awesome God is. He is holy and mighty and amazing, and yet, he chooses to call himself our Father. When David reflected on that fact, he wrote:

“Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory in the heavens… When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?” (Psalm 8:1-4 NIV).

Nothing prepares out hearts for prayer more than an awareness of the majesty and magnificence of our Father in heaven! Take time to praise God, to thank him and give him the honor that he deserves each time you pray.


Then, slide into the second part of the prayer, which are petitions – “Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread.  And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.  And do not bring us into time of trial” (Luke 11:2b-4).   Ask God for your daily needs, ask him for forgiveness when you mess up, and to forgive others who mess up.  Ask him to fill you with his Spirit. Ask him to help you avoid temptation—to change your heart and heal your wounds. We’re usually good at asking God for things, but sometimes we’re just not persistent enough.   


The first paper I did in seminary was on St. Augustine.  He was a great theologian and philosopher and in a book called “The Confessions of St. Augustine,” he provided insight into the first thirty-three years of his life.  Augustine doesn’t paint himself as a holy man, but a sinner.  The sins that Augustine confesses are of many different severities and natures, such as lust and adultery, stealing, and lies.  O yeah.  He wrote in his book of confessions “Make me Chaste and celibate, but not yet.”  That’s kind of like praying, “Lord make me a better person, but not yet.  Lord, help me to love my neighbor, but not yet.”  It’s really praying, “Not thy will, but my will be done.”  Well, St. Augustine had a mother who prayed persistently for 17 long years that her son would give his life to the service of God.  He was finally converted at the age of 33.  St. Augustine declared that his mother’s resilience and dedication to prayer was what led him to become the man of God he was meant to be.  


Jesus wants us to keep on praying, to come back again and again, to be persistent. Jesus tells a parable to help us understand what persistence is and this is what he says . . . 

“Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived and I have nothing to set before him” (Luke 11:5-6 RSV).  Here in these verses is an urgent need.  

The guest arriving at midnight was mighty hungry.  Traveling for hours in the mid-eastern sun, he got a late start, maybe ran out of water, bread, sand was in his sandals, hair, clothes.  It was 12 midnight, not 12 in the afternoon.  Not a perfect time.  The friend had an immediate need.  He was hungry and tired and needed a place to rest.


We are surrounded by people who are living with needs.  We are surrounded by hungry people – hungry for a job, a marriage to work, peace in 
their lives, friendships, to be shown they are loved.  God sends them to our house!!!  It’s dark out there.  It’s not a convenient time for many of us!  But the need is urgent!  And we are called to pray.  God’s not waiting for your prayers to be perfect.  He just wants you to pray.  


Verse 6 says, “I have nothing to set before him.”   The host has nothing, zero, zilch, nothing to offer his needy friend.  I can hear him saying, “If I knew you were coming I would have bought extra, straightened the house, had clean sheets in the guestroom, picked up, and cooked your favorite dish.”  But he says, “I have nothing.”  


Before the host could go to his friend who had plenty, he had to realize he had nothing.  He was helpless.  The moment we realize we have nothing, our prayers go to a whole other level.  Until we do, we’ll never know the power available to us through prayer.  


God has access to every resource of eternity and prayer is what bridges the gap!  Prayer allows us to tap into His resources!  When we realize we’re helpless . . . we can get help.  Powerless . . . we can get filled.  With nothing . . . we can get something.


The point of the parable is that God wants prayer to become so second nature to us, that we can hardly go a minute without prayer. Paul put it this way: “Never stop praying” (1 Thess. 5:17). That’s the message of this parable and that’s why Jesus goes on to give a promise.


The gospel of Luke says “Ask and it will be given to you; search and you will find; knock and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened” (Luke 11:9-10 RSV).


Here, Jesus promises that if we keep asking, searching, and knocking—we will find the answer to our prayers. Now, notice the arrangement of these three.  There is a rising scale of intensity.  Asking implies the awareness of need.  In asking we expect an answer.  So here this implies faith in God who can, does, and will answer our prayer.  Searching is asking plus acting.  For example we don’t pray for an A on a test and then not study.  We have to do our part.  And knocking is asking plus acting plus persevering.  We knock again and again until the door is opened.  The problem is —so often we don’t recognize it when the door is opened.

We’re like the woman rushing home from a doctor’s appointment after sitting in the doctor’s office waiting two hours for her appointment. She was running behind schedule and she still had to pick up her prescription, get the kids from the baby-sitter, and get home and make supper, all in time to make it to a church meeting that evening. As she began to circle the busy Wal-Mart parking lot, looking for a space, it started pouring rain. Weary from her day, she sighed and prayed, “Lord, you know what kind of a day I’ve had, and there’s still an awful lot to do. Could you please grant me a parking space close to the building so I don’t get soaked.” She hadn’t even finished her prayer when she saw the taillights of a car about to back out of the best space in the whole parking lot. She made straight for it and as she pulled in, she said, “Never mind God, something just opened up!”


Like that woman, we often fail to recognize that the answer to our prayers is right in front of us.  So if we continue to ask, search and knock, are we going to give God credit and praise him and thank him for those answered prayers or just chalk it up as luck? What will we find as we ask, search and knock? What’s on the other side of the door? Does this mean that if we’re persistent in prayer that eventually we’ll get everything we’ve ever wanted?  No!  


At the end of his lesson on prayer, Jesus says, “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him” (Luke 11:13 RSV).


You see, prayer isn’t a magic formula to get things from God; it’s about getting God himself.   It’s about a relationship with our Father in heaven.  Our prayer life should be measured by the strength of our relationship with God.


Max Lucado wrote that “the highest and greatest calling of Christians is the ministry of prayer.”  We are all called to prayer.  Know that with God it is never midnight; he never lacks anything; he is never bothered when any humble child approaches him; and he is never taken by surprise.


So again, how are you doing with your prayer life?  

· Are you prayer warriors?  

· Are you people of great prayer?   

· Are you reserving quality time with God, or are your prayers drive-by request – Lord, please get me there on time, or Lord, please make the light turn green so I can go.

· Are your prayers all about you or are they about others?  

· Are you persistent with your prayers or do you give up when you don’t get answers? 

· Is there room for improvement?


These are just a few questions for us to ask ourselves in evaluating our prayer life and if we are honest we can all say that there is room for improvement.  


I have a challenge for all of us.  I challenge us to make a plan to improve our relationship with God.  And if any of us don’t know where to start ask God to help you.  Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Loving and gracious God, in the morning when we rise and in the evening when we lie down and in all the moments of our day we believe you are with us and love us.  

We thank you, O God, for your eternal presence and your gracious care that follows us throughout all our lives.  We especially thank you for your steadfast love which always embraces us and walks with us.

Grant us the strength of faith to hold on and to believe even when the ways seems unclear and even when our circumstances seem confusing and overwhelming.  When we are at a loss for words and don’t know how to express our deepest thoughts and praise to you, give us the words and help us to pray.

We pray today for those who are ill and grieving, for those who are frightened and discouraged and for those who are weary and tired.  Touch each one of these with your healing power and boost them with an infusion of hope.  Bless as well the care givers, loved ones, and friends who reach out to them with help, encouragement, and support.

And be with us, O God, as we seek to be a church where all are welcomed and where all are valued and where all are celebrated for the talents offered and for the gifts volunteered.  For we know, O God, that we are created to be in a relationship with one another.  May we be a beacon of your love and hope to our whole community and in our world.  In Jesus Christ we pray. Let us now pray the prayer our Lord taught us to pray… Our Father…. Amen.

Benediction:

Rejoice in the Lord always!  Let all people know of your gentle forbearance.  Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything make your requests known to God in prayer and with thanksgiving.  And may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.   Amen.  Adapt. From Phil. 4:4-7
